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This staging of The Nutcracker ballet takes place in a charming German city on Christmas Eve and pulls in 
elements from E.T.A. Hoffmann’s 1816 story, “The Nutcracker and the Mouse King” set to the iconic Tchaikovsky 
score. This two-act ballet, a classic holiday story, uses elaborately crafted scenery combined with advanced 
techniques in lighting and video projection to enhance the story’s magic.

ACT I
It is Christmas Eve and family and friends gather for holiday festivities at the Stahlbaum house. Guests arrive 
by sleds and skis and frolic outside. Young Marie Stahlbaum welcomes the arrival of the guests, including her 
mysterious godfather Drosselmeier, a clock worker who, with his magical abilities, makes Christmas presents for 
his nieces and nephews every year. This year, he brings a peculiar gift to Marie – a nutcracker doll.

As the party ends after a long evening, Marie curls up in a chair in her room with her new nutcracker doll in her 
arms and falls asleep. Later, she opens her eyes to find herself in a magical world where her dolls come alive 
and everything around her has grown in size. Soon, an army of mice surrounds Marie. Drosselmeier appears 
mystically and her Nutcracker Doll jumps in to rescue her.

Drosselmeier then reveals to Marie the Nutcracker Doll as a prince. The Nutcracker Prince and Marie dance 
through the snowflakes enjoying their time in the wonderland of the snow. Then, the Nutcracker Prince sweeps 
her off her feet and takes her to another world.

ACT 2
Drosselmeier enters in grand fashion and introduces a world of books, thousands flying in the air, when he 
selects one particularly interesting book. It happens to be the very same book Marie used to fight off the mice 
and where the Mouse King hid after battle. The Nutcracker Prince and Marie float back in together and dance 
among the flowers. Drosselmeier recalls the book, which has grown tremendously, and the Mouse King and 
his army appear. Drosselmeier arms the Nutcracker Prince for a battle and the Nutcracker Prince defeats the 
Mouse King with his sword.

Drosselmeier invites Marie and the Nutcracker Prince back into his mysterious world, taking them on a journey 
through the pages of a storybook to fantastical places where they meet characters from different countries 
around the world. Remarkably, they witness bullfights, snake charmers, and a most amazing flower garden 
dancing in the wind.

On their way back after spending enchanted time together, the Nutcracker Prince wants Marie to stay with him. 
Drosselmeier separates them, holding onto Marie as the Nutcracker Prince departs.

Marie finds herself dreaming and wakes up. As she is reunited with her nutcracker once again, Marie realizes 
that everything must come to an end and she is delighted by memories of a wonderful world filled with 
beautiful music, travel, and adventure, evoking the timeless and magical spirit of the holidays, that she will fondly 
remember for years to come.
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