
                                                NICOLE ADAMS is a native of Boston, MA.  She is a graduate of 
Franklin Pierce University, where she received a Bachelor of 
Science Degree (Magna Cum Laude) in Arts Management and 
Dance. She has had the pleasure of studying with artists such as 
Leah Cox, Gregory Maqoma, and Victoria Marks. She has also 
had the privilege of performing repertory work with companies 
such as David Dorfman Dance, Gibney Dance, Keigwin + 
Company, and the Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Dance Company. 
Nicole received her MFA degree in Dance Performance and 
Choreography from Smith College as a Gretchen Moran Teaching 
Fellow. Nicole has been fortunate to have her work, Keeping Ties 
adjudicated at the American College Dance Festival and 
presented in New York City with the e.da.co. Eclectic Dance 
Company - Guest Artists Series. Her work Plexiglass has been 
presented with Core Dance Fieldwork, Dance Chance Atlanta, 
Eyedrum Atlanta, and at Dashboard Co-op Gallery’s “Cube” 
performance space. Nicole has been both an instructor and 
administrator with the Atlanta Ballet Centre for Dance Education 

since 2012. In her time with the Centre, she has managed successful programs such as Healthy 
Living Day, Kids in Step, and Summer Programs. In 2017, Nicole was appointed Principal of the 
Atlanta Ballet Virginia-Highland Centre. Photo credit: Roscoe Sales  
 
 

                                                                                              
TAYLOR BENION was born and raised in Atlanta Georgia where 
she began dancing with Ballethnic Academy of Dance. She 
continued her more advance and pre professional studies with the 
Georgia Ballet. Ms. Benion spent summers training with Orlando 
Ballet, Georgia Governors Honors Program and Dance Theatre of 
Harlem on scholarship. Taylor attended the University of South 
Carolina on a dance merit scholarship. While in college, she was a 
member of the USC Dance Company performing many works 
including Balanchine's Stars and Stripes, Twyla Tharp's Deuce 
Coupe, Lila York's Celts. Taylor was also recognized as a 
Magellan Scholar in 2011 for her research on the impact video 
technology and dance in a public high school in South Carolina. 
Ms. Benion is also a member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. 
Ms. Benion graduated cum laude with a B.A. in Dance Education 
k-12 certification and a B.S. in Exercise Science with an emphasis 
in Health Fitness. After graduation Ms. Benion began her 
professional performing career spending a year with Dayton 

Contemporary Dance Company in the 2nd company, directed by Shonna Hickman- Matlock 
located in Dayton OH. Ms. Benion currently resides in Atlanta GA where is has also performed 
professionally with Dance Canvas and Ballethnic Dance Company. Ms. Benion is a certified 200 
hour E-RYT Yoga Instructor in addition to has also completed training through Go Grounded 
Kids Yoga.  
 
 



SHIRLEY BENNETT danced with Ballet Russe, performed at Jacob’s 
Pillow, and soloed with the Tampa, San Antonio, and Brooklyn Ballets 
and the Indiana Ballet Theatre. She trained as a scholarship student 
at Boston Ballet and the Joffrey Ballet. Shirley earned a B.A. in liberal 
arts and education and graduate studies at New York University. In 
her career as a ballet teacher and choreographer, she has trained and 
mentored numerous students who perform in major ballet companies. 
 
 
 

 
 
BRITT STEVENS BROWN is a dance instructor and choreographer 
located in Atlanta, GA.  Originally from Long Island, New York, she 
started taking dance classes at the tender age of 4 at Adele's Dance 
Studio, Queens, NY.  At 9 years old, she joined the dance ministry at 
Grace Cathedral International, Uniondale, NY.  Two years later she 
began choreographing.  As the years went by, she choreographed for 
various dance groups ranging from ages five to sixty-five at Grace 
Cathedral.  As her interest in dance and the performing arts increased, 
she began take more classes at Dance Arts Repertoire, Hempstead, 
NY.  Dance Arts Repertoire is where she was trained extensively in 
Ballet, Tap, Modern, Jazz, Musical Theater, African, Hip-Hop, and 
even Flamenco.  She also became more involved in dance groups at 
her high school, Kellenberg Memorial High School, Uniondale, NY. 

In 2004, she began her college career studying Dance Theater at Manhattanville College and 
then Hofstra University.  She studied Ballet and Modern, Choreography, Pilates, Dance History, 
Dance Production, and Creative Process.  
Since moving Atlanta, she has shared her gifts, talents and passion for the arts as a dance 
instructor and choreographer for Dance Depot 5, Envision Dance Academy, Sheltering Arms 
Stonewall Tell, Atlanta Church of God By Faith, ATL Unique Steppers, Southwest Performing 
Arts Center and Elizabeth Baptist Church.  She currently teaches at Atlanta Ballet Centre for 
Dance Education at their Buckhead location and their Community Engagement Program.   
 

 
SERENA CHU was born in Long Beach, New York, where she 
received her early training at the School of American Ballet, performed 
in numerous productions with the New York City Ballet, and danced in 
the 1990 Workshop performance of ‘Puss In Boots’ by Robert 
LaFosse. After attending the Bolshoi Ballet program in Vail, CO, she 
went on to study as a scholarship student with the Bolshoi Ballet 
Academy in Moscow, Russia, and was one of the first Americans to 
graduate from the school. She was a member of Sarasota Ballet 
before joining Tulsa Ballet, where she danced many featured rolls in 
works from renowned choreographers such as N. Duato, G. 
Balanchine, J. Kylian, W. Forsythe, V. Caniparoli, B. Stevenson, A. 
DeMille, P. Taylor, T. Tharp, C. Wheeldon, and S. Welch. Some 
favorite ballets in her repertoire include Arenal, Without Words, 
Lambarena, Company B, Serenade, 9 Sinatra Songs, Remansos, Por 

Vos Muero, and SeAthrough, a piece created on her by Tony Fabre. Serena was a guest 
Principal with Ballet Des Moines during its inaugural years and helped build a new regional 



company in the U.S. Ms. Chu has been seen in Dance Magazine, the N.Y. Times, Newsday, the 
cover of the Tulsa World, DM magazine, is a NAFTA award winner, and was featured on CBS 
Sunday Morning. In addition to performing leading roles on the stages of the Joyce Theater in 
New York City, and the Kennedy Center in Washington D.C., Serena has taught in many 
notable schools around the country, including Tulsa, OK, Salt Lake City, UT, Des Moines, IA, 
and Las Vegas, NV, and now Atlanta, GA. Photo credit: Ryan Morrison 
 

 
HARMONY CLAIR grew up in Los Angeles, California.  
She started dancing seriously at age 11 in Los Angeles 
with the Rozanne-Zimmerman Ballet School and the 
Westside Ballet Academy.  Starting at the age of 12, she 
spent her summers training on full scholarship with the 
School of American Ballet, Pacific Northwest Ballet, and 
the San Francisco Ballet.  She continued training with the 
San Francisco Ballet School year-round until she 
graduated from high school. Once graduating, she joined 
Boston Ballet II, and then took a contract with Hartford 
Ballet.  Her favorite ballets to perform were Serenade and 

Allegro Brilliante.  After retiring from ballet, Harmony moved back to Los Angeles to go back to 
school.  She graduated from the Los Angeles Film School and moved to Atlanta to work in the 
TV industry at Turner Studios.  She also began teaching at the Atlanta Ballet part time where 
she realized she was still I love with ballet.  After many years of juggling both jobs she now 
gives all of her energy to her true passion at the Atlanta Ballet, where she has been teaching for 
a total of 14 years. 
 

 
Originally from Chicago, IL, KELLY TONINA COOPER studied 
dance under the leadership of Ric Rose at the University of 
Florida.  After graduating with a BA in Advertising and a Business 
minor, she continued her dance education at the Dance Theater 
of Santa Fe at Santa Fe College in Gainesville, Fl.  She trained 
with Alora Haynes, Alberto Alonso, Mark Broomfield, Jill Sonke 
and Mohamed DaCosta.  After relocating to South Florida, she 
continued to choreograph for a number of special events, 
including pageants, fashion shows and festivals, before starting 
her own ensemble dance group, On The Verge.  She joined 
Atlanta Ballet in 2011 and is currently the Centre Administrative 
Director for the Centre for Dance Education. Away from the office, 
Kelly is an avid screenwriter, having placed in several national 
writing competitions, as well as having an original television pilot 
locally produced in Atlanta. Her latest writing project, an 

adaptation of the bestselling novel, HER by Felicia Johnson, a young adult novel, is currently in 
pre-production. In her spare time, she loves to bake, bowl, and spend time with friends and 
family. She is currently learning to master French and continues to dabble in photography. 
 
 



VIVIANA CORONADO is a recent graduate of Emory University where 
she studied dance and psychology. Her research and focus in 
psychology was in motor development from the neonatal period 
through early childhood. It was this research, her love of kids and of 
dance that led to her wanting to work with young children in a dance 
classroom setting. At Emory, Viviana was part of Emory Dance 
Company and created original choreography for her Senior 
Choreography Class called 'Faculties of the Skull'. Viviana is 
continuing to explore her own movement style, create choreography in 
her free time, and is excited to be apart of the Atlanta Ballet and the 
Atlanta dance community as a whole!   
 

 
 
LONNIE DAVIS is a highly sought after guest instructor and 
choreographer; teaching all over the U.S. and abroad.  Some 
engagements include: International Association of Blacks in Dance 
Conference, Alabama Dance Festival, Emory University guest instructor, 
Kennesaw State University-guest instructor, Melbourne Australia, Dance 
Canvas-Atlanta, The Landing Dance Centre-Vancouver BC, Georgia 
Ballet, Gainesville Ballet, Dance ALIVE National Ballet, University 
Missouri KC, Brenau University, Ohio University, Project Dance NYC-ATL, 
Alabama State University, Ruth Mitchell Dance Theatre, Refuge Dance 
Company and Georgia’s Governors Honors Program.  Lonnie recently 
had the pleasure of creating a new work for Kansas City based-Wylliams 
Henry Contemporary Dance Company and The Georgia Ballet.  Lonnie 
also, traveled to Leeds UK where he was invited as a guest instructor for 
England’s premiere contemporary dance company-Phoenix Dance 

Theatre.   Mr. Davis received his training at the Ohio University and while on scholarship at the 
American Dance Festival and the Ailey School.  Davis has spent the last 12years teaching jazz and 
modern technique at Cobb County Center for Excellence in Performing Arts (CCEPA) at Pebblebrook 
HS.  Currently he is on faculty at the Atlanta Ballet Centre for Dance Education and DeKalb School of 
the Arts.  As a performer Lonnie danced and trained with Dayton Contemporary Dance Co, Gus 
Giordano Dance Chicago, Wylliams-Henry Contemporary Dance Company and Royal Caribbean 
Productions to name a few.  Mr. Davis has danced works by several notable choreographers including: 
Gus Giordano, Margo Sappington, James Truitte, Rod Rodgers; Kevin Iega Jeff, Sean Curran, Talley 
Beatty, Leni Wylliams and Lester Horton. Mr Davis recently returned to the stage in a reconstruction 
(from labanotation) of the Lester Horton masterwork, “The Beloved”.  He also, recently, completed 
beginner through advanced Horton Pedagogy teachers training at the Ailey School.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



As the founder and director of Bluebird Uncaged, REBEKAH 
DIADDIGO’s passion is to bring hope and dignity through dance. 
From sitting mesmerized by the Nutcracker as a toddler to training 
at the Atlanta Ballet Centre for Dance Education to dancing 
principal roles, she has experienced the power, freedom, and joy in 
using dance to communicate. Rebekah is a freelance artist from 
Atlanta, GA and has appeared with companies such as The 
Georgia Ballet, Proia Dance Project, Southern Arc and most 
recently, the Atlanta Opera. She’s also been a guest artist with 
Telluride Dance Academy and Gotta Dance Contemporary. Some 
of her favorite roles include Swanhilda in Coppelia with Ballet 
Southeast and the Faun Couple in Alexandre Proia’s Four Seasons 
with Georgia Ballet. Her choreographic credits include, the opener 
for Passion 2014, Victoria Canal’s City Shoes music video, a short 

film, White Umbrella, which tells the story of a trafficking survivor from bondage to redemption, 
as well as the annual stage production of Sterling’s Path, a multimedia fairytale of hope.  
 
Rebekah holds a BA in Communications from Thomas Edison State University. When she's not 
in the studio, Rebekah enjoys spending time with her family, reading, winding down with hand-
embroidery or making flower crowns.  

 

HILLARY DRAWE was born and raised in New Orleans, LA 
where she trained with Maria and Joseph Giacobbe as well as 
Richard Rholdon of Delta Festival Ballet. She has studied at both 
the American Ballet Theatre School in New York as well as the 
School of American Ballet in New York. Hillary participated in a 
nonprofit organization through New Orleans Overture in 2010 that 
rewards scholarships in liberal arts where Hillary won the Dance 
segment of the scholarship. Before continuing her dance 
education at Butler University as a dance pedagogy major she 
was a member of the New Orleans Youth Ballet and Delta Festival 
Ballet. She received both an academic and dance scholarship for 
all 4 years to one of the nations' finest college dance programs at 
Butler University. She graduated with honors from Butler 
University in the spring of 2014. Hillary is currently a full time 
faculty member at the Atlanta Ballet Centre for Dance Education, 

Virginia-Highland location and approaching her third year as a dance instructor.   

 
 
 



KATE GAUL trained in Birmingham, UK and danced with 
several local organizations whilst completing her degree in 
Textile Design.  After graduating she worked as a studio 
designer and marketing manager for one of the UK’s largest 
interior design company’s before going back to school to 
complete a diploma in business administration and a three-year 
dance pedagogy certification course, awarding her Registered 
Teacher status with the Royal Academy of Dance.  Kate has 
been working as a dance teacher for over 30 years in the UK, 
Europe and the USA.  Her teaching experience includes working 
for private institutions, developing and running a 6 – 12 grade 
dance program, opening her own dance school ‘Pointeworks’ in 
the Netherlands, teaching under the Fulton County Schools 

extra-curricular program and working as a supervisor for the RAD’s teaching certificate program.  
She has been with the Atlanta Ballet Centre for Dance Education for 15 years as a member of 
faculty, and as Buckhead Centre Principal for the past 10 years. 
 
 

ASHLEY GIBSON began her dance training at the age of five 
at Academy of Dance Arts in Canton, GA and has been 
trained in classical ballet, pointe, contemporary, modern, tap, 
and jazz. She graduated from Kennesaw State University in 
May 2017 with a Bachelor of Arts in Dance and a 
concentration in Classical Ballet. During her time at KSU, she 
performed with the KSU Dance Company for four semesters, 
working with renowned individuals such as Christine Welker 
and McCree O’Kelley. As a dance instructor in the Atlanta 
area for the past six years, Ashley has discovered an 
immense passion for dance pedagogy and working with kids 
of all ages. When she’s not dancing or teaching, she enjoys 
hiking and spending time outdoors. Ashley is also a freelance 
writer in the Atlanta community and contributes to DIYdancer. 
She greatly looks forward to her third season as an Atlanta 
Ballet faculty member. 
 

 



NELL HEFLIN GOZA began her dance 
training in Nashville, Tennessee with 
the Nashville Dance Ensemble (now 
Harding Academy School of Dance), 
under the direction of Tina Trinkler 
Mercer. She attended Summer 
Intensives at the Nashville Ballet, 
Virginia School of the Arts, and River 
North Chicago Dance Company. Upon 
graduation from High School, she 
attended Birmingham-Southern College 
with a scholarship for dance and 
trained under Mira Popovich and Ruth 
Henry. During her time at Birmingham-
Southern, she received the Award for 
Excellence in Dance and also served 

as the Student Coordinator for the Dance Department. She graduated Cum Laude with degrees 
in Dance Performance and Business Administration. Immediately following graduation, she was 
asked to join the Atlanta Festival Ballet as a Company Member under the direction of Nicolas 
Pacana and Gregory Aaron. After a season in Atlanta, she moved to Chicago. Nell completed 8 
wonderful seasons with Inaside Chicago Dance under the direction of Richard Smith and Robert 
McKee and in addition to being a Company Member, she also served as the Development and 
School Director for the company. Outside of performing, Nell has taught for close to a decade at 
numerous intensives and workshops in addition to studios throughout the Chicagoland area. 
She also has served as an adjudicator for regional and national dance competitions, booked 
various industrial gigs, and even choreographed a music video for a Chicago-based musician. 
Nell and her family recently relocated back to Georgia; Nell is currently on faculty at the Atlanta 
Ballet and is enjoying spreading her love of technique and passion for artistry to her students in 
Atlanta.  
 

NATHAN GRISWOLD is originally from the northwest 
coast of the United States, and finished his formal dance 
training at the Ben Stevenson Academy of the Houston 
Ballet. He has danced professionally as a member of the 
Houston Ballet, Alberta Ballet, Atlanta Ballet, Ballett 
Augsburg, and Nationaltheater Mannheim.  
Aside from an active teaching career Nathan is co-
founder of Fly on a Wall, a non-profit organization that 
supports and creates innovative performance. Through 
Fly on a Wall, numerous national arts organizations, and 

as a solo artist, Nathan creates and performs dance works utilizing contemporary movement 
with other artistic disciplines. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ALERA HARRISON has more than 20 years teaching 
experience which includes more than 12 years as a teacher 
at the Atlanta Ballet.  She is a certified teacher with the 
American Ballet Theatre in New York, and is a certified 
Barre teacher.  Alera has developed new teaching programs 
and implemented them in the studio.  As a dancer from the 
age of two, she has enjoyed the mentoring of accomplished 
teachers, including Raymond Lukens, Ramazan Bapov, 
Natalia Shevchenko, Eileen Grace, and Carol Szkutek.  With 
a passion for teaching the youngest ballerinas, tAlera 
choreographed, taught and staged a ballet piece for 4 year 
old dancers for a holiday performance by Martina McBride at 
the Fox Theatre. Having honed her skills as a teacher by 
instructing all levels from Mommy & Me to Adult Ballet and 

Adult Pointe, she loves to share her love for ballet and proper technique.  She especially enjoys 
teaching the beginning dancer, whether that student is two years old or an adult with a lifelong 
dream to dance ballet.  Alera’s goal is to create a comfortable, easy going environment to 
engage her students in a continuing passion for ballet. 
 
 

NATHAN HITES was born in Seoul, Korea and grew up in 
Holderness, New Hampshire.Mr. Hites received his B.A. in 
Theatre & Dance from the University of New Hampshire, 
where he trained with Larry Robertson, Michele Leslie, Gay 
Nardone, and Nancy Steele. He spent summers at ADF at 
Duke University where he studied with Rick McCullough, 
Gerri Houlihan, Terrence Greene, Betty Jones, and Ronald K. 
Brown. After graduation, Mr. Hites, continued 
his studies at The Boston Ballet School and The Green Street 
Studios in Boston, MA, and The Paul Taylor and The José 
Limón Schools in NYC. Mr. Hites has had the privilege of 
working with and performing works by choreographers such 
as Talley Beatty, Iréne Hultman, and Nancy Steele. In 2011, 
Mr. Hites joined the faculty of the Atlanta Ballet Centre for 
Dance Education and teaches all levels of the Pre-
Professional Division and the Adult Open Division. 

Mr. Hites is the Atlanta Ballet’s Resident Dance Historian and lectures regularly throughout the 
metro Atlanta area. 
 



                                                                                                                                 
AARON JAMES is a dancer,choreographer,creative director and 
actor has been active in the professional entertainment for just over 
10 years. He got his start as he was a participant in MTV’s 
America’s Best Dance Crew with a crew called Royal Flush that he 
created along with his younger brother. Exposure from being on 
ABDC eventually propelled him into a full fledged professional 
dancing career that gradually led to many other opportunities in the 
entertainment world. Aaron has graced the stage with many big 
names such as Pharrell,Little Big Town,T-Pain,Jacob Latimore and 
more. Aaron is now actively choreographing and creative directing 
various projects for many independent artists as well as balancing 
an emerging acting career as you can find Aaron in many movies, 
television series & commercials airing on many major networks and 
streaming platforms.  

 
 
 

 
Born in Canada, CAROLINE KRAEHE has trained, performed, 
choreographed, and taught for more than 30 years in Canada, 
Argentina, England, the U.S., and Germany. Ms. Kraehe completed her 
teaching examinations with honors in both ballet and character dance 
under the auspices of the National Ballet School of Canada teacher 
training program, and has passed examinations in music theory, dance 
history, anatomy, and child psychology through the Royal Academy of 
Dance.  The specialized pre-ballet and music programs she developed 
for 3-8 year olds are taught in schools around the world, and her 
students have danced and trained at some of the most prestigious 
schools and companies in the world including the National Ballet of 

Canada, the Royal Ballet, Houston Ballet, Stuttgart Ballet, the Royal Winnipeg Ballet, and San 
Francisco Ballet. 
 

SERGIO MASERO-OLARTE is from Madrid, Spain and began his 
training at the Real Conservatorio Profesional de Danza 
Mariemma. At the age of sixteen Sergio was awarded a full 
scholarship to attend the San Francisco Ballet School. He then 
joined Ballet Memphis where he danced for three years. Sergio is 
now in his third season with the Atlanta Ballet and has performed 
principal roles like Basilio in “Don Quixote” and James in “La 
Sylphide.” In addition to dancing, he has always enjoyed teaching 
and choreographing. This will be Sergio’s second year as a faculty 
member of the Atlanta Ballet Centre for Dance Education. Prior 
coming to Atlanta, he taught ballet technique for over two years at 

Dance Academy of Bartlett in Tennessee.  Sergio has also been brought as a guest teacher for 
summer intensives and master classes across the nation, like Northwest Florida Ballet , 
Mississippi Metropolitan Ballet, and DanceFest among others.  



ROSEMARY MILES trained at Elmhurst and the Royal 
Ballet School in England, during which time she 
successfully passed all Royal Academy and Cecchetti 
examinations. Throughout her professional career, 
Rosemary danced with the Royal Ballet, the National 
Ballet of Canada and the London Festival Ballet. In 
America she performed with the educational division of 
the New York City Ballet and as a soloist with the 
National Ballet of Washington, Chicago Ballet, and 
Houston Ballet. Upon retiring as a dancer, Rosemary 
has enjoyed being a principal teacher at the Houston 
Ballet Academy; a guest teacher throughout the United 
States, England, and the Far East; artistic director of 

the Lexington Ballet; and a member of John McFall's artistic team for 19 years. Rosemary is the 
proud aunt of 22 nieces and nephews, 28 grand-nieces and nephews. Rose thanks the dancers 
of Atlanta Ballet for being such an inspiration and Dr. Thomas Bradbury for letting her run with 
life again. Photo Credit: Charlie McCullers 

 
ANNA PENNY have been dancing and performing since the 
age of four years old. Starting from rhythmic gymnastics until 
the age of ten. She was accepted into the  Belarusian State 
Choreography College where studied classical, character 
dance, modern and other styles of ballet. During this time  she 
traveled with the college all over Eastern and Western Europe 
and Asia. Anna performed in international competitions  Prix 
De Lausanne representing the country of Belarus. She 
performed many roles in ballet’s such as Swan Lake, 
Nutcracker, Corsair, Sleeping Beauty, Don Quixote and 
Raymonda. Anna performed for the Queen of the Netherlands 
and for Chelsea Clinton, participated in the movie “Russian 
Arc” which made the Guinness Book of World Records for 
non-stop taping in the Hermitage in St. Petersburg, Russia.  
Being the Valedictorian of graduating class, traveled to the 

United States with the International Group of Performers in 1998. She worked and performed 
with the Carolina Ballet and was also teaching gymnastics and ballet for children. In 2000, 
danced for a movie “A Parent’s Guide to Ballet”. In 2002 Anna started professional teaching 
career at places  like Cary Ballet Conservatory, Florida Dance Theater, Southern Florida 
College. During this time she staged many classical ballets, choreographed original ballet, 
character dances and contemporary pieces. Anna had opportunity to coach and take students 
to YAGP. Some of her students now perform on stages such as NYC Ballet, Atlanta Ballet, 
Carolina Ballet, and Los Angeles Ballet with many others. 
 
 



A graduate of Georgia State University with an Exercise 
Science degree, TERESE REYNOLDS-THOMAS spent her 
professional years dancing with the Georgia Ballet from 
2000-2005. While dancing with the Georgia Ballet, Terese 
enjoyed dancing in  the following ballets; Giselle, La 
Bayadere, La Sylphide, Serende and many Nutcrackers. 
When Terese was younger, she was fortunate to train with 
the Atlanta School of Ballet under the direction of Robert 
Barnett in the mid 90’s. In 2004,  She joined the Atlanta 
Ballet Centre for Dance Education as a faculty member and 
was happy to return to the place that inspired her. When 
Terese is not teaching at the Centre, you can find her 
teaching STOTT PILATES® at Inspire Health.  One of her 

joys is seeing people move and enjoying the arts. 
 
 

CHANTIA L. ROBINSON has received professional dance training 
since the tender age of 2. As an Atlanta native with goals to master 
skills in both business and performing arts, she received her Bachelor 
of Arts Degree in English and a minor in dance and a Master’s Degree 
in HR Management. She has also performed in numerous 
choreography showcases, concerts, and festivals with Atlanta Ballet, 
Spelman Dance Theatre, Modern Atlanta Dance Festival, Dance 
Canvas, Alvin Ailey and more. She was a mentor for the Dance Talent 
Component for Usher’s New Look Foundation as well. In 2010, she 
gained a credited role as a dancer in Tyler Perry’s For Colored Girls. 
She started teaching dance at the Atlanta Ballet Centre for Dance 
Education and furthered her experience with the Dance Institute of 

Washington where she has taught all divisions: Pre-Dance, Community, Pre-Professional, Adult 
Classes, and Senior Citizen Outreach initiatives in the Columbia Heights community of 
Washington, D.C. Since 2008, she choreographs annual Spring Concert pieces for dance 
organizations in both Washington, DC and Atlanta, GA. Her choreography of a trio “Nostalgia” 
was presented at the following locations: Institute of Peace, the French Embassy for the 25th 
DIW Anniversary Gala featuring Dance Theatre of Harlem, and during a collaborative workshop 
with the National Symphony Orchestra. In 2019, she choreographed an award winning lyrical 
piece to “The Kids Are Alright” for Kimmestry. It was Kimmestry’s first lyrical piece and it 
received an outstanding High Gold award. She has always placed her vision and passion for 
dance within her students and continues to motivate and inspire others through her ongoing 
dance endeavors. She wants to keep sharing her love for dance to youth in dance studios and 
community outreach initiatives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DIANE CAROLL SALES (New York City, New York) began her dance 
training at the age of ten after receiving a scholarship with the Joffrey 
Ballet School. She later continued her training as a fellowship student 
at The Ailey School. A graduate of the esteemed Fiorello H. LaGuardia 
High School of Music & Art and Performing Arts in New York, Ms. 
Sales attended the University of the Arts in North Carolina on full 
scholarship before starting her professional career with Ailey II. As an 
original member of the Atlanta-based Ballethnic Dance Company and a 
member of Donald Byrd/The Group, Ms. Sales toured throughout the 
United States, Europe, Canada, and South Africa. In 2004, she was 
invited to serve as an adjudicator and guest Horton instructor for the 

annual SERBA (Southeastern Regional Ballet Association) Dance Festival. For the past 20 
years, Ms. Sales has taught and choreographed all levels of ballet and modern dance (Horton 
technique) for pre-professional students. She has extensive experience in teaching students in 
community-based dance programs with limited or no exposure to the arts. Ms. Sales currently 
serves as the community partnerships manager for Atlanta Ballet Centre for Dance Education’s 
Community Engagement, where she oversees the in-school and after-school programs at 
Parklane Elementary, Michael R. Hollis Innovation Academy, City of Refuge, the Salvation 
Army/Kroc Community Center, West End Performing Arts Center, Ron Clark Academy, and 
New Manchester High, in addition to the Atlanta Ballet Youth Ensemble: Community 
Engagement. She currently serves as a dance judge for the Georgia Governor’s Honors 
Program. Ms. Sales was named a 2015 LUX LIST Honoree for her leadership in community-
based dance programs in Atlanta. This is her fifth year on staff at the Atlanta Ballet. Photo 
credit: Kim Kenney 
 
 

 
Originally from New Orleans, La., CAROL SZKUTEK began her training 
with Joseph Giacobbe and the Delta Festival Ballet. At age 17, she moved 
to New York City, where she joined Joffrey Ballet until 1978, after which 
toured with Pavlova Celebration with Alexander Godunov. She was an 
artist-in-residence with Lexington Ballet in Kentucky, performing and 
teaching under Norman Shelburne and Jan Hurst. Carol has taught in 
numerous studios throughout Atlanta, including Atlanta Ballet, Georgia 
State University, Emory University and Spelman College. She is currently 
a full-time faculty member at the Centre for Dance Education. Photo 
credit: Kim Kenney 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ABIGAIL TAN-GAMINO began her classical training at the 
Halili Cruz School of Dance in the Philippines, before 
continuing her studies at the Cultural Center of the Philippines 
Dance School on full scholarship. She quickly rose up through 
the ranks at Philippine Ballet Theatre (PBT) to principal artist 
where she performed Balanchine works and title roles of 
various full length ballets. She later joined American Repertory 
Ballet under the direction of Graham Lustig for one year 
before dancing with Atlanta Ballet until retiring from the stage 
in 2014. Ms. Tan-Gamino worked with and performed the 
works of world-acclaimed choreographers. Upon retirement, 
she joined the AB Centre for Dance Education as a faculty 
member and currently teaches in the Academy. She also 

serves as rehearsal master for Atlanta Ballet’s productions of The Nutcracker, which included 
assisting choreographer Yuri Possokhov with his 2018 world premiere, and the Atlanta Ballet 2 
annual family ballet production. She is a certified Progressing Ballet Technique instructor and is 
working towards certification as an instructor of the Bolshoi Ballet Academy of Moscow. In 2018, 
Ms. Tan-Gamino was included in the 2nd edition of the Cultural Center of the Philippines’s CCP 
Encyclopedia of Philippine Art. Ms. Tan-Gamino holds a BA in communications and arts from 
Angelicum College.  
 

Located in the Atlanta area, CALLA VAUGHN is a professional 
dance performer and instructor. She graduated Summa Cum 
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